


Sermon - Sunday 5th June 2026                                                                                                   Readings: Song of Solomon 2.8-13; Zechariah 9.9-12; Romans 7.15-25a; Matthew 11.16-19,25-end
I’m going to start by asking you a question!
Like many questions, there are basically 3 possible answers – YES: NO: or DON’T KNOW!
So, the question is, ‘Do you know that God loves you? Do you KNOW that God loves YOU?’
You don’t need to answer it now – just hold it in your mind as we explore today’s readings.
I wonder if you can bring to mind a moment in your life; a situation you found yourself in; a state of mind – maybe when you felt desperate; alone; your world collapsing around you? 
And then suddenly the situation seemed to resolve...?
When I start planning a service, I begin by looking at the readings & trying to work out why the Church of England planners have chosen these particular readings, for this particular day. Do they have things in common? – do they relate to each other? And if so, how do they relate to each other? But I’m only making guesses – there could be all sorts of reasons for their choice – probably lots of discussion before they came to their conclusions...
So what do you make of today’s readings? Can you see any links between them; any patterns? Or do they seem completely unrelated?
 
Let’s start with the first two – you might not even recognise that the first one is from the Bible – it’s a passage from the Song of Solomon, which we’ve read today in the place of the Psalm. The Song of Solomon is a book in the Old Testament, and it’s really worth reading; it’s very short, and it’s absolutely lovely. It lies about two thirds of the way through, between Ecclesiastes & Isaiah. 
And then we have the reading from Zechariah, right at the end of the Old Testament – a prophesy – you might recognise the words as ones which were set to music by Handel in his ‘Messiah’.
Do you feel that these two passages relate to each other in some way? Have you any thoughts you might like to share about that? 
My own thoughts are that both readings are prophesying about the coming of Jesus to us, here on earth:
The Song of Solomon gives us a prophetic picture of his love for us all: 
Jesus, like the gazelle, bounding over the hills to us, here in Wharfedale, to St Michael’s  church here at Linton; gazing in through the windows at the people who he loves...
And then the words from Zechariah telling us to ‘Rejoice – your King is coming to you, 
on a donkey, bringing Peace and Hope...
In a way, that could be a fitting end to this sermon, but I’m afraid we have two more readings, both from the New Testament now; not prophesies, but reports from two trusted and faithful followers of Christ.
First we have Paul, writing to one of the Christian communities he’s built up, the Church in Rome. But he’s writing from quite a dark place inside himself; he’s soul searching; struggling; fighting with himself; he knows how he ought to be living his life, but feels that he’s not succeeding. Knows he wants to act in a Christlike way, but knows he’s failing. 
He feels as if there’s something inside him that’s stopping him from doing what God wants him to do – he calls it Sin.
I think most of us will know that feeling – the feeling we really want to act in a Christlike way, but sometimes, maybe quite often, we find ourselves saying or doing things we regret. That’s why we always have the opportunity to confess those things we regret, in our church services – it’s a sort of recurring part of trying to follow Christ.

And now, finally we come to our Gospel reading, which pulls together all the strings!
The Gospel writer Matthew shares with us a collection of phrases and stories which relate to the way people responded to Christ’s coming into the world; Jesus coming to us here on earth – the fulfilment of those prophesies we heard in our OT readings.
The first ones, in verses 16-19, set up a sort of US and THEM situation.
Both Jesus and his forerunner and cousin, John the Baptist, are trying to open up Christ’s Kingdom – a new way of being – to the people he refers to as ‘this generation’; 
those Jews, then, over 2000 years ago in Galilee; and equally to every subsequent generation, including the world here & now, in 2026.
But the majority of people they engaged with – the ones Jesus calls CHILDREN, here in the reading – reject everything that both John the Baptist and Jesus himself say to them,
but in a completely contradictory way. They reject John the Baptist because his life is too frugal, and they reject Jesus because he eats & drinks with anyone! 
They – the children – the MAJORITY - basically just don’t want to know...

In the middle section of verses, vv.20-24, which are omitted from today’s reading, 
Jesus tells all the people who reject him that unless they turn back to him, their lives will be intolerable. But for those who do follow him – people who do turn to Christ, irrespective of how they’ve lived their lives so far; even those wretched moments of heart-searching that Paul describes, when you fail to live up to your own expectations, or when you feel as if you’ve let Christ down in some way...
To all Christ’s followers, however good or bad you feel to be - All Christians – Jesus says, ‘Come to me...and I will give you rest’
‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you WILL find rest for your souls’

So what is your answer to my original question? Has it become clearer to you? 
Do you know that God loves you? Or are you still unsure?
I hope you feel assured that Jesus loves every one of us; Jesus says to each one of us, 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.’
The yoke we feel we have to bear -  anything that weighs heavy on our minds, is made easy and the burden is made light, because Jesus bears it for us – each one of us, whatever that burden may be.





